
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 

  I hope this update finds you well. This is the 
sixth week of the 2011 legislative session 
here in Olympia, and a good time to update 
you on the legislative session to date. 

   The Legislature must make some hard 
decisions to address the looming $4.6 billion 
deficit in the 2011-13 budget, and we still 
have to close a gap of close to $500 million in 
the current budget.  

   Despite these tough times, I will continue to 
work hard at to make sure the interests of 
you, your family and our communities are 
represented in the state Senate. 

  I hope you will also contact me if there is 
anything I can do for you, or if you have 
questions about issues before the Legislature. 
Your feedback is the most important tool I 
have as your representative in Olympia.  

As always, it continues to be a great honor to 
represent you in the Washington State 
Senate. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Jerome Delvin 
R-Richland 

 

       

CONTACT INFO 

                                  

E-mail: Jerome.Delvin@leg.wa.gov 

Hotline: 1-888-786-0598 

Fax: 360-786-7819 

Olympia mailing address: 

P.O. Box 44047 

Olympia, WA 98504-4047       

Olympia office address: 

 

202 Irv Newhouse Building 

215 Sid Snyder Avenue SW 

Olympia, WA 98504-4047 

Committee assignments: 
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Development   
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 Transportation 
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Taking the lead on agriculture 
 
I have been named the Republican leader on the Senate 
Agriculture and Rural Economic Development 
Committee for 2011-12.  

Agriculture is one of the most vital concerns for our 
district. I am pleased my committee assignment will 
allow us in the Tri-Cities to have a strong voice on these 
issues. 

 
 
Fighting against human trafficking  
and the sexual exploitation of children 
 
Click here to watch my comments on Senate 
Resolution 8605, honoring those who fight 
slavery and human trafficking.  
 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Justice, an estimated 15,000 people are 
trafficked into the country each year and 
forced into manual labor or prostitution – 
many of these are children.  
 

Public-policy efforts to combat child 
prostitution and human trafficking have 
been under way in Washington for years, 
and I will continue my work on this most important issue again this year. 
 
Senate Bill 5545, which I introduced, would allow law enforcement officers to conduct 
surveillance operations on suspected human-trafficking and child-prostitution activities 
with the consent of the victim.  It would also authorize prosecutors to request assistance 
from juveniles in conducting undercover surveillance of telephone communications during 
trafficking investigations, without putting the victim in danger.  
 
The bill received a public hearing in the Senate Committee on Human Services and 
Corrections on Feb. 8. It now has until this coming Monday to be voted out of committee in 
order to advance in the Legislature this session. 
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Update on bills I have sponsored 

 
Click here to watch a video update on my bills. 
 
AGRICULTURE BILLS:  

SB 5295 was brought to me by the Kennewick Irrigation District. Right now the law only 
allows the irrigation districts to lease their property for one year at a time. This bill would 
allow them to manage their properties better, so they can sign multiple-year leases. If they 
are going to lease land for farming, it will take the farmer more than just one year to make 
investing in that property worthwhile. 
 
GOVERNMENT REFORM:  

Senate Bill 5493 would remove a portion of state law that requires cities to use a set 
amount of general tax to pay for ambulance service. This legislation provides the option for 
local governments to allocate less than 70 percent of general-fund proceeds toward the 
costs necessary to regulate, operate, and maintain the ambulance service. I sponsored this 
bill at the request of the City of Pasco, which has three police vacancies because the city is 
locked into that 70-percent figure. It’s only common sense that the city should have the 
option to adjust this amount and still provide the services, as the citizens of Pasco see fit. 
 
TRANSPORTATION:  

SSB 5366 would authorize the use of two- or four-wheel, all-terrain vehicles on public 
roadways under certain conditions. This bill is before the Rules Committee, the final step 
before a full Senate vote on the Floor.  

SSB 5185 is a common-sense bill that would temporarily suspend certain motorcycle rules 
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when operating in parades or public demonstrations, without requiring participants to get 
permission from the State Patrol. The bill passed the Senate 46-0, and is awaiting a hearing 
in the House Transportation Committee. 
 
ENERGY BILLS:   
  
Unfortunately, many of the energy bills I have introduced this session have not received a 
hearing before the Energy, Water and Environment Committee – a decision made by its 
chairman. These bills include: 

 SB 5096 would withdraw the state from participation in the Western Climate Initiative, 
a failed, global-warming boondoggle, which is costing the state vital funds that could go 
towards helping our most vulnerable.   

 

 SB 5210 would create the Washington water commission by transferring certain 
powers, duties, and functions from the Department of Ecology. 

 

 SB 5563 would provide utilities with more time during the continuing economic 
downturn to meet certain costly mandates of the Energy Independence Act (Initiative 
937). 

 

 SB 5564 would expedite regulatory processes and provides incentives for establishing 
additional nuclear-generated power in the state. It also would create a joint legislative 
task force on nuclear energy to study the feasibility of pursuing additional nuclear-
generated power. 

 

 SB 5644 would require agencies to use peer-reviewed science before taking any agency 
action related to environmental, natural resources, access to and use of water, or land 
use management. 

 The Senate EWE Committee chair is also refusing to act on SB 5209, a bill dealing with 
water-right beneficial use, which was requested by Columbia-Snake River Irrigators 
Association. While this bill did have a hearing Feb. 4, it mostly likely will not be moved 
out of committee before the Monday deadline. The House version of the bill (HB 1297), 
however, is moving and I am working with Rep. Bruce Chandler to advance it. 

 
SB 5526, a bipartisan bill I am proud to co-sponsor, would create a business and occupation 
tax incentive for businesses that manufacture Stirling converters for solar energy. This bill 
passed the EWE committee Feb. 4, and was referred to the Ways and Means Committee.  
 
MEDICAL USE OF CANNABIS:   
 
Substitute Senate Bill 5073 would address the underground system, unclear rules, and 
general frustration on the part of all persons affected by Washington’s voter-approved 
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medical-marijuana law. The bill would create a registry for medical-marijuana patients, 
provide arrest protection for these patients, set a limit on the number of patients who may 
participate in collective gardening of marijuana plants, and require dispensaries to confirm 
a patient qualifies for medical-marijuana use. SSB 5073 was worked and approved by the 
Senate Health and Long-Term Care Committee and sent to the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee for evaluation of the associated costs.  

 

Visits from the district! 

SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENTAL-DISABILITIES COMMUNITY 

 

Prior to the 31st Annual Disabilities Legislative Reception at the Capitol, Senators Jerome Delvin, R-
Richland, Mike Hewitt, R-Walla Walla, and Mark Schoesler, R-Ritzville, were joined by 
representatives of the Benton-Franklin Parents Coalition, ARC of the Tri-Cities, Benton-Franklin 
Chaplaincy, Goodwill Industries, Tri-Cities Residential Services, and Ambitions of Washington. 

In January, I welcomed representatives of the ARC of the Tri-Cities and the Benton-Franklin 
Parent Coalition to Olympia for the 31st Annual Disabilities Legislative Reception – an event 
where citizens and groups advocating for people with developmental disabilities and their 
parents come from across the state to meet with legislators and discuss issues critical to 
their community.  

Citizens with developmental disabilities are some of our state’s most vulnerable 
populations. They and their families need and deserve our support, and I, for one, will 
continue be a voice in Olympia for people with developmental disabilities. 
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RICHLAND COUPLE DISCUSSES ADOPTIVE PARENTAL RIGHTS BEFORE COMMITTEE 

 
Click here to learn more about the Mailloux family’s story.               

 
Senate Bill 5597, which I introduced, would help make sure no adoptive parents are faced 
with the dilemma in which Jim and Jill Mailloux now find themselves. It would also protect 
children like theirs from being further torn between a birth parent and adoptive parents 
who both have legal parental rights. The bill essentially would require the state to finish 
one process (the termination of parental rights and appeals) before it could start another 
one (the full adoption of the child). 

 

TRI-CITIES RESIDENTS TESTIFY AGAINST ‘ANTI-CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER’ BILL 
 

 

Click here to watch Sen. Delvin’s discussion with Avonte Jackson and Amy Atwood. 

 

SB 5274/House Bill 1366 –This session I received a visit from our friends Amy Atwood and 
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Avonte Jackson at the Tri-Cities Pregnancy Network. They came to Olympia to talk about 
House Bill 1366, and how the bill would put crisis-pregnancy centers out of work.  
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